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Kanyasulkam, the tradition of offer-
ing money to a bride’s family at the
time of marriage has returned among
Brahmin  priests, along with
Swayamvaram, allowing a girl to
choose her husband among several
prospective men.

In the Brahmin community, men,

suitable matches. To find girls for
priests, the Brahmin Bhavan has
started an inc campaign along
the lines of K ks

Brahmin

wder president

P sarma said most

Brahmin girls these days were highly

educated and were not willing to
accept a priest as husband.

“Lakhs of prie

Pradesh and Tela

state can't get
g archakas
= 2 this prob-
become a threat 1o the
mong future genera-

1 surveys and gueries
rls, we have sorted out
what a Brahmin bride actually wants.
The girls are demanding protection,
financial stability, care of their par-
ents after marriage and better educa-
tion for the| 1rc]ul[lnn he added.
“We have decided to launch a mas-
sive campaign on the incentives to
brides who are willing to marry a
priest. We will gift a fixed deposit of
12 lakh to the parents of the bride.
Besides, we give an assurance to the
brides there will be no clashes in
future in thelr family life. If parents
of the brides are dependents, we will
provide shelter to them with three

especially priests, are not finding

Note: Picture used for representational purposes :
An organisation is holding out sops
for Brahmin women to marry priests

?2 |akh fixed deposit for bride’s parents
M Lifetime maintenance of bride's parents.

M Financial support for Srimantham, Barasala,
Upanayanam and other family events.

B Assurance that the marriage will be trouble-

free.

M Job guarantee if the bridegroom loses his

job as a priest in the future.

For unwed Brahmin rlests it’s
back to paylng kanyasu]kam

FACTS AND
FIGURES

u 5 lakh
Priests in TS

= 8,000

X Priests picked
by state

endowment

department

M 40,000 non-
Brahmin prie-
sts in temples

m Salary of a
priest working
with the
endowment
department:
33,000 to
76,000

™ Ratio of
Brahmin girls
and boys: 1:3

meals for their lifetime, If the groom
loses his job as an archaka, we will
provide the same job with a better
salary. We will take responsibility of
functions like Srimantham, Barasala
and Uparayanam of their children,”
he said.

Mr Sarma added, “Seven Brahmin
girls from the two states have
responded positively. Among them,
five are from Hyderabad. one from
Draksharamam and another from

Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh. We
have started the campalgn just a week
back and have got a good nse. As
muhurthas will  be ble in
August, we are exp more

response from Brahmin gitls across
the two Telugu states. The concept is
similar to Kanyasulkam, but it is an
incentive from Brahmin Bhavan. The
selected brides will choose their hus-
bands through a Swayamvaram,
which is scheduled in August.”
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